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TV Program on Shooting of Pope =

By ERIC PACE

UCH tragic, ominous

images flash before the screen

during tonight’s NBC News

documentary about Mehmet
"Ali Agca, the Turk who shot the Pope
inMay1981 that it seems a shame to
- question the

accompanying words,
After all, a film of a Vatican digni- -

tary talklng on-camera has unques-
- tionable validity - it is what it is. And
‘iootageofa'l‘urkishweorammm
funeral . cortege is legitimate, too.
That is what Turkish cafe-patrons and

Turkish mourners really look like. But .
“the network’s words are more prob- .

.;:Bméucal In promoting the program,
says Mr. Agca was supported by
“the Turkish Mafia.” That phrase,
whjchalsoocmxsinthescrlpt,hnsa
. catchy ring, and we know what is
meant. But the fact is that Turks‘are
not Mafiosi, and there is no evidence
tbatMaﬁosiwlshharmtothePope
'merelsotherlooseuseofwordsin
and about the hour-long
" *The Man Who Shot the Pope —
Study in Terrorism,” which NBC' is
airing at 10 P.M. New York time to-
mght For example, the main point
: made in the program, a network press
' release indicates, isthatev;dencehas
i been uncovered that ., y sug-
geststhat PopeJothaul I was tar-

‘Bulgarian
aided Mr.

) geted for assassination beeause of his

close ties to the Solidarity movement
in Poland; and, turtlier, that the plot

itself was developed with the knowl--

edge, and perhaps assistance, of the
Turkish Mafia, nrlansewetsm
ice and the Soviet K.G.B.”

What the able NBC ent

‘Marvin Kalb actually says at the out-
confident-

set of the program is less.
sounding: After nine months of dig-
ging, “NBC News has accumulated a

greatdealofevldence,someo!it, to_ the

‘be sure, linklngtheat-

mrtherintotheprzramMr Kalb
says Mr. Agca tarried in Sotia, Bul-

Agca
edge of the Soviet K.G.B.?” “Only i

ymbelieveinfah-ytﬁes”lshisown :

reply. .
. But what Mr. Kalbwinds up saying, =
near the end of the program, has a less

knowing :“Am't.lggto\'ti . being
Ameﬂeanrfnlguropean ’nu'éshai:'-

the

possibility that the Russians hatched -
or, at a-

the plot against the Pope,
mini‘x?num,knewabommeplotanddid
nothing to stop it.”

Mr. Kalb rightly says *this possibil-

ity” is “shocking

) hindAgcasattmnpttotlﬂhimand '
-t.hattheymay again.” .,
- NBC clearly leserves praise for as-.

: tions .
: :,Emopeandtiesisinparttudnaﬁng

" have found — or to wait a while

signinng Kalbandanotberintem
gent, seasoned correspondent, Bill
McLaughlin, to its investigative
project, working with Anthony Potter,
thepmpamsexewﬁvepmdtwer

The detail reportandshow
about Mr.

—the electronic-age equivalent of an

“Eric Ambler thriller-novel — even if
program does not come up with

Rk pmotthatﬂesMoseower:g:

. But it seems a bit to

 promote the outcome as being rather

" more conclusive than — as appears by

- the program’s end — it actually was,

evenltthos‘enunmmedmlhmud
be correct Pope
himseubenma”mnngme

deed behind the attempt. -

Tobesnre,whattodowmldisap-

pointingly scanty evidence is a peren-
nialproblem !ornewsaewﬂveswho
administer

in hopes that something weightier will

be turned up. But the trouble with '

waiﬁngisthatanothunews

organiza-
- tipn may decide to unload its findings
~inthemeantime

Asithappens,theNBCprogramii

had talked to assumed ‘“that the
must have been shot because he is

. spirituatl father of Poland’s Solidamy
trade union movement.”’.
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